
 

 

NT Properties nearby:  
Buscot and Coleshill Estates, Great Coxwell Barn, Buscot Park  

From the top of the 
Hill, by the Horse’s 
head, look out into 
the vale of the White 
Horse. On a clear 
day you can see 
over 35 miles away 
from the Cotswolds 
to the Chilterns. 
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In summer, many 
butterfly species can 
be seen along the 
route. Look out for the 
Chalkhill Blue, found 
around Uffington 
Castle and other 
sunny south- facing 
spots. 
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Ashdown House is 
an unusual Dutch-
style house with 
spectacular roof-top 
views of the 
Berkshire downs 
and surrounding 
woods.  
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Enjoy a walk across the ancient chalk downs of Oxfordshire and absorb the history 
found along this enigmatic stretch of the ancient Ridgeway. Encompassing 
Neolithic history to WWII inhabitants, this is a walk that will leave the 21st Century 
behind for a few hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points of interest:  
 
t The White Horse and Uffington Castle: The oldest dated chalk figure in England is 

about 3000 years old whilst the Castle is about 2500 years old. During the 18th and 19th 
centuries the castle would have held a ‘Pastime’ every 7 years to clean the horse.  

 
t Wayland’s Smithy: A Neolithic burial long barrow steeped in history and legend. It is 

said that a silver coin left in the stones will get your horse shod.  
 
t A house built for love: Ashdown House was built in the late 17th century by the 1st 

Earl of Craven who, it was said, was in love with Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia. The 
house was built to offer Elizabeth a refuge from plague ridden London, but 
unfortunately she died of a disease in 1662 before ever setting eyes on Ashdown. The 
Earl of Craven lived into his late 80s and never married. 

 
t Ashdown Woods: These woods offer ancient beech pollards and dappled glades 

created by coppicing. Earth banks, thought to be Celtic field boundaries, can be found 
running through the woods. You can also find outlines of buildings used by American 
soldiers during World War II when they occupied the House.  

 

Galloping across the Downs – 7 ½ miles 
 

White Horse Hill to Ashdown 

 

Map & grid ref: OS Landranger 174, Explorer 170  SU293866 
 

Getting there:  
Buses: 47, 47a, X47– all limited service on Sat, Swindon - Uffington, weekday service 
to Ashdown, alight at Rose and Crown. Go to www.swindonbus.info for further details. 
Road: Car parks at White Horse Hill, off the B4507 and Ashdown Estate on the B4000 
(SU 285823)  
Cycling: The Ridgeway National off-road Cycle Route criss-crosses the walk 
Facilities: Nearby pubs in Woolstone, Uffington and Ashbury.

 
 

 

 
 

 

Contact us: 01793 762209 or uffingtonwhitehorse@nationaltrust.org.uk 
 

 



 
 

Route and directions: 
 
1. Leave the main car park by the gate nearest to the disabled bays and make your way across 

the field towards the White Horse. Head for the furthest gate on the left and, after crossing the 
road, follow the path up to the White Horse, which is signposted.  

 
2. Leave the horse by heading up the hill, passing Uffington Castle on your right, until you reach 

the Ridgeway. Turn right onto the Ridgeway and continue until you reach Wayland’s Smithy on 
your right. 

 
3. Continue on from Wayland’s Smithy for 250 metres then, at the crossroads, take the path to the 

left, passing a barn. Carry on until you reach the tree line. Turn right and follow the path until the 
road. Cross the road and carry on until you reach the grassy avenue running through Ashdown 
Estate. 

 
4. Leave the footpath and walk along the large avenue towards Ashdown House. Feel free to 

detour and explore the woodland paths leading off the main avenue. When you near the House, 
head back onto the main avenue and follow the sign to the car park.  

 
5. Continue onwards, crossing the road and climbing up the down keeping to the fence line. At the 

top head towards the Weathercock for a rewarding view of the house. From here, with the 
House in front of you, go to the right and return to the path in the corner of the field marked by a 
stile.  

 
6. Follow this path across the field. You will see Uffington Castle in the distance. Stay on the same 

path until you reach a small wood.  
 
7. Turn left here and follow the path until the Ridgeway. 
 
8. Turn right and retrace your steps back to the car park. You can turn left at the first road junction 

to get back to the car park.  

As a charity, independent of government, the National Trust relies on the generosity of its supporters to continue caring for our countryside and wildlife,  
so that everyone can enjoy the beauty of the outdoors for generations to come.  

 
Find out more at www.nationaltrust.org.uk 

Walk distance, terrain and accessibility:  
 
7.7 miles (12.4km) return from White Horse Hill. The terrain is generally a mixture of hard paths 
and field paths. The route can be muddy after wet weather. Ashdown Estate is grass paths. There 
are a couple of moderate slopes and one steep climb. There are three clear road crossings. 
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